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Rainwater Systems Frequently Asked Questions Product Features
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Do I need to fit my gutter with a gradient?
FloPlast’s domestic eaves gutters, especially when fixed with a rafter bracket, should be fitted at a gradient no greater than 1:350 fall.
The gradient should not be too steep, as this will cause an excessive gap between the lowest edge of the roof and the top of the
gutter. Gutters fitted with a fall will have a higher drainage capacity, please refer to our flow rate calculator at www.floplast.co.uk or
page 25/26 of this brochure.

How do I work out what flow rate is required?
A flow rate calculator is available on our website at www.floplast.co.uk, alternatively please contact 01795 431731 to speak to our
technical department.

How can I prevent leaves blocking my gutters?
FloPlast manufactures FloGuard which prevents both debris and leaves collecting on the inside of the gutters - balloons are also
available, for added protection in the outlets.

Can FloPlast gutters be painted?
FloPlast’s gutters are produced from PVC-u and are considered low or relatively maintenance free. It may be necessary from time to
time to clean our lighter gutter systems. We recommend that a soapy warm water solution is used when cleaning - in severe cases a
non-abrasive kitchen cream cleaner can be used.
If the gutter needs to be painted, the system should be cleaned, with a degreasing agent such as sugar soap. Once cleaned 2 coats
of a good quality gloss paint should be applied. Avoid scouring or roughing the surface of the plastic as this will affect the final
appearance of the painted product.

What capacity of water do your gutters hold?
Please refer to our section on Flow Rates for more information.

What are the maximum centres for gutter fascia brackets?
In general, maximum centres should be 1m. However, different profiles and downpipe configurations present other design
considerations. Please refer to our Installation Guide on page 24.

Which screws should be used to secure fascia brackets to fascia boards?
For 2 hole fixing use 25mm x 5mm non-ferrous round head screws 1 hole fixing use 32mm x 6.5mm non-ferrous round head screws.

How can “Cast Iron” Style gutters be connected to traditional cast iron?
FloPlast have an extensive range of adaptors. Use the 2 piece adaptor RD5.

Where and how far apart should downpipe clips be?
Downpipe clips should be placed below the sockets of offset bends, joints, branches and shoes, and at maximum intervals of 1.8
mtrs.

Do I need to allow for expansion on offsets?
It is not necessary to make any allowance for expansion between offset bends.

How do I fit my downpipe into Underground Drainage?
Please refer to our section on downpipe adaptors.

What brackets do I use when installing gutter directly to the rafters?
The standard gutter bracket, bolts to the galvanised top, side and rise & fall rafter brackets.

How do I connect to a neighbour’s different gutter?
FloPlast have a range of adaptors for most applications, please refer to our section on rainwater adaptors and compatibility table on
page 28.
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